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The trend factor is an example of an
enhanced source of federal revenue and
something for which the entire field is
strongly advocating.

Prior Budget Actions and Cuts: This is a
critical point. During the enactment of the
FY 09-10 budget, the Legislature approved
$87 million in budget actions and cuts
against our field. Similarly, in the recently
enacted DRP the Legislature enacted
another $65 million in budget action and
cuts against our field. Some argue that
despite these large numbers, services have
been minimally impacted. However, it must
be noted that, at the very least, the total
of $152 million cut drastically reduces the
probability that future cuts can be taken
without harm to the vulnerable individuals
we serve.

Also, though these actions have been
characterized as inconsequential by some,
they do include a $28 million cut, slated for
the next fiscal year, against Day Habilitation
programs which serve persons with the
most extreme disabilities.

Lack of trend or other increases to
protect and maintain the service system
infrastructure: Without a trend factor

last year, programs serving persons with
developmental disabilities are in shaky
condition. They have insufficient financial
resources to give low paid direct care
workers salary increases or, in many cases,
to keep up with increases in the cost of
fuel, energy, food, and health insurance or
unfunded mandates like the MTA payroll
tax. Without any funding increases in
the upcoming fiscal year this situation
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will worsen. And funding decreases will
take many agencies beyond the breaking
point. That will constitute a grave threat
to the health and safety of the vulnerable
individuals we serve.

Indeed, in 1996, there were some 65,000
persons served in OMRDD programs.
State policies and budgets over the past
decade have doubled those served to
125,000 persons. That growth has been
almost single-handedly accomplished by
non-profit entities, at a far lower cost than
if the State had achieved that growth.

To fail to support these services - many
created in response to State and federal
mandates - with inflationary increases
which include significant federal subsidies is
unethical, nonsensical and jeopardizes health
and safety of the 125,000 served.

All of the above constitutes a threat to
health and safety which will grow much
worse in the event that budget cuts are
made to programs and services funded
through OMRDD.

We all have worked to hard to provide
quality and meaningful services to our
families and the individuals we serve to
allow these cuts to go on without at

least making our elected officials more
knowledgeable of the impact these cuts will
have on our programs and the people we
serve. Please contact your local Senator
and Assemblyman and ask them not to
support the Governors DRP Let them
know how damaging these cuts will be to
our staff and that these cuts will place our
most vulnerable citizens at risk.

If you would like to contact our State
Representatives, here is their contact
information.

Assemblyman Bob Oaks

|0 Leach Road,

Lyons, NY 14489
315-946-5166 or 518-455-5655

Senator Michael Nozzolio
['17-119 Fall Street

Seneca Falls, NY 13148
315-568-9816 or 518-455-2366
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Holidays at RCC

Roosevelt Children’s
Center staff and
children are excited
to be back after the
Holiday recess. Thank
you to everyone
who donated to our
Santa Fund. Each
child received a gift
from Santa when

he visited the school. We were also able
to help several of our families this holiday
season with the generous help of staff and
the community.

Once again this year the Newark High
School Student Council collected toys and
gift cards for 4 of our families. Each class,
freshman through senior, donated a trunk
load of gifts for each family!

The Wayne ARC Business Office collects 50
cents weekly from staff to be able to dress

Red Kettle Drive

Day Hab Program participants were able
to share the spirit of the holiday season

by ringing the bell for the Salvation Army.
They raised $630 by greeting customers at

30 years of service ~ Sandra McIntyre
25 years of service ~ Lisa Barnick, Cynthia Neill

20 years of service ~ Diana Burnett, Brenda Carr, Melody
Austin,Valerie Minns, Teresa Pickering,
Karen Russell, Krista Stiles, Dorothy
DeMeyer, Judith Garner

I5 years of service ~ Brenda Caves, Norman Pike, Richard
True, Lola Marshall, Kathleen Cook,
Marie Welch, Ellen DeSandis, Nancy
James, Louise Jones, Donna Miller,

10 years of service ~ Carol Austin, Jennifer Blanchard, Tracey
Bolton, Ella Cobb, Darlene Maier; Laurie
Morrison, Benedict Rinaudo, Diana
Smith, Staci Tavano, Linda Zukauskas,

Length of service awards

The annual State of the Agency meeting of Wayne ARC was held on December 9th. Eligible staff members were
acknowledged with length of service awards. The following staff members were celebrated:

Connie Sandroni, Maureen George,

Shawn Fallo, Sara Scileppi, Lori Smith, Marjorie Fremouw

5 years of service ~ Corey Anderson, Brian Chambers,
Charlene Kline, Sara Conant, Thomas Cordaro, Ronald Gates,
Jerome Godbold Sr, Deborah Milliken, Geraldine Morse,
Deborah Shanley, George Shiffer; Valgeen VerPlank, Donald
DeCann, Jordynn Bree, Debra Downey, Michelle Santell,
Colleen Baker; Yvonne Bishop, Elaine Blaisdell, Jenny Clark,
Amanda Danforth, Laura Levandoski, Brenda Prinzi, Kristen
Reyes, Deana Tuck, Kelly Bates, Roxann Bowman, Charlie
DeBuyser, Rebecca Derks, Charlene Grosser, Kimberly Hansen,

Deborah Jinks, Becky McManus, Diane Ojeda, Darlene Priest,

casually on Fridays. This year they allocated
part of these funds to purchase additional
Christmas gifts for one of our classrooms.

The Rochester RAMS Motorcycle Club
made the holidays brighter for the families
at Roosevelt Children's Center. Donations
are made by the Rochester RAMS in
memory of Rich Richards who belonged
to the group and worked as a teacher

of the visually impaired at Roosevelt
Children’s Center. This year Roosevelt
Children’s Center was able to provide

for approximately 25 families using the
donations which totaled well over $3000
in toys, books, games, bikes and even a
computer from the motorcycle club. The
RAMS also made a generous monetary
donation of over $770 which will help
many families receiving services from
Roosevelt with food, clothing and

gifts for older siblings this holiday

season. The toys were collected at The
Bachelor Forum, owned by Peter Mohr
from Newark, located on University
Avenue in Rochester.

the Reliant Credit Union. Staff provided

the encouragement for the bell ringers to
sing Christmas carols, shake hands and

greet customers. We are grateful to Dick
True, who made the arrangements again this
year and to the employees at the

Victoria Rouse, William Schrader, Linda Stowell, Carrie
VanDusen, Natalie Wavrick

Employees of
the 3rd quarter

On September

| 6th, Wayne ARC

held a reception

honoring staff

nominated for

Employee of

the 3rd Quarter.

Award recipients

received a

$50.00 gift card

as recognition

for their exceptional work ethic and
dedication to Wayne ARC and to
those we serve.

Congratulations
Katie Anderson
from MSC

and Tiffany
DeCook from
Residential!

Credit Union, who allowed us to stand
inside and keep warm.

All of the individuals who participated are
very proud of the success they had raising
money for a good cause.

Wayne County
Humane Society
visits Wayne ARC

Wayne ARC sponsored a Holiday Pet Open
House to benefit the Humane Society Of

Wayne County on December | Ith in the Day Hab
hallway at VanBuren Street. Visitors included both
2 and 4 legged friends from the Humane Society.
Homemade dog and cat treats, and some people
treats, were sold to raise money for the HSWC.
Thanks to the generosity off staff we were able to
raise $339.00 to present to HSWC as well as many
needed supplies and two vacuum cleaners. Thank
you all for your caring and concern for our four
legged friends.

Canalside arts
program concert

The Canalside Arts Program Choir
delighted many listeners over three
days of concerts held down in Day
Hab before the holidays.

It was truly a special experience
for both staff and choir members!

Thank you to all

who made such a
moving performance
possible!

Outstanding
performer recipient

On Tuesday, September 29th Steven Bardmaker
was recognized by NYSID as one of the 2009
Joslin Outstanding Performers of the Year. Steven
received a check in the amount of $250.00 and
Certificate of Recognition for this accomplishment.

Wayne ARC hosted a reception of cake and
punch at the canal side conference room at which
time David Calhoun presented Steven with the
check and the certificate.

Mischelle Nudd, Mickey Reynolds and Don
Lewis combined forces to nominate Steven for
this honor: Congratulations to Steven for this
prestigious recognition.

MSC Makes the holidays

a little brighter

Angel Tree

This year, the MSC Department
set up an "“Angel Tree” in

its waiting area. Over 40
ornaments were hung on the
tree, each bearing the name of
a person in need. Wayne ARC
staff chose ornaments from the
tree, purchased, and donated
gift items for the people named.
Many donations were received
from all areas of the agency
and the MSC Dept. is pleased
to announce that all 40 people
received a gift!

Toys-for-Tots:

This year, over 50 children
received Christmas gifts from the
Toys-for-Tots program.

Consumer Christmas Party:

On December |7th, 2009 the MSC
Department held a Christmas party
for consumers in the Canalside
Conference Room. Many consumers
do not have family to spend the
holidays with, and they view the staff
here at Wayne ARC as their “family”.
The MSC Department wanted to
make sure that these people too had
a wonderful holiday.

With many donations, and a lot of
fun, the MSC Dept. put together a
great Christmas party. 30 consumers

enjoyed a wonderful home-cooked
holiday meal of turkey with all the
trimmings, wonderful desserts,
socialized with others, played games
and activities, and everyone received
a small gift to take home.

Everyone had a wonderful time
and it was a very moving event to
experience.

The MSC Dept. would like to thank
everyone who helped in making
these holiday events possible

Volunteers at Roosevelt

We would like to acknowledge four
interns serving at our Roosevelt site:
Abigail Lyte, Maria Uribe, Brittany
Pasquale, and Heather Popp.

We would also like to welcome our

|4 Experiential Learners joining us at
Roosevelt Children’'s Center from the
Newark High School Advanced Child

Psychology Classes. One of the goals
for these students is to gain more
on-going experience with young
children. They will be interacting

as helpers and/or buddies with the
children during their placement. The
students will be at Roosevelt once
per week during October; November,
December and January.




